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The history of the wars of New-England, with the East- 
ern Indians, or a narrative of their continued perfidy 
and cruelty from the lOth of August, 1703, to the peace 
renewed 1 3th of July, 17 13 ; and from the 25th of July, 
1722, to their submission 15th December, 1725, which 
was ratified August 5th, 1726. By Samuel Penhal- 
low, Esq. 

Nescio tu qnibus es, lector, lecturus ocellis, 
Hoc scio, quod siccis, scribere non potui. 

Boston printed by T. Fleet, for S. Gerrish at the lower 
end of Cornhtll, and D. Henchman, over against the 
Brick meeting-house in CornhiU, 1726. 

This is a plain and minute account of the wars mentioned 
in the title. It contains a narration of much cruel suffering 
from the incursions of savages, who sometimes came even 
from Canada to join in this border war. It affords a lively, 
though distressing picture of the calamities to which fron- 
tier settlements are exposed. The present generation in 
Massachusetts, who cultivate their fields in peace and secu- 
rity, and never see an Indian except it be in some itinerant 
group, whose appearance and occupation are not unlike the 
Gypsies of Europe ; can hardly realize that a century 
since, the musket was taken to the field with the plough, 
and the houses exposed to the torch, and the women and 
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children to the tomahawk of the savage, or to remote cap- 
tivity. There are meny families now existing, who may 
here find deeds performed by their progenitors, that in the 
office of a herald, would furnish the objects to emblazon 
the arms of a family. 

This work is introduced with a preface from the Rev. 
B. Colman. We shall make an extract from this, as a speci- 
men of the universal feeling of our ancestors, who identified 
their situation with (hat of the Jews ; an illusion which had 
a very salutary influence on them ; though when circum- 
stances had wholly changed, it has caused some incon- 
venience and mischief to their posterity. 

" It is one part of our honour and happiness in this coun- 
try, among the many difficulties and troubles which have 
attended the settlements and growth of it unto this day, 
that there have not been wanting honest and worthy per- 
sons, and some learned, who have delivered down to pos- 
terity, a plain and (rue account of the wars which we have 
had with the Indian natives in one part of the land and in 
another. 

" We owe much unto those, who have done us this ser- 
vice from the beginning, and they have herein served God 
as well as obliged the world. For it always has been, and 
ever is like to be, a grateful thing to mankind to be informed 
of the rise and growth of provinces, and of the sufferings of 
their feeble infant state : and from the days of Moses, who 
wrote the first history, the beginning of the world and of 
Israel, the wise and pious among men have scarcely known 
a more sacred pleasure, nor found a more profitable enter- 
tainment, than in tracing the footsteps and windings of 
Divine Providence, in the planting of colonies and churches, 
here and there through the earth. 

" Nor let it seem vain in me to say, that in the settle- 
ment of" the New-England churches and provinces, there 
have been some circumstances so like unto those of Israel 
of old, (after their entrance into Canaan) that I am per- 
suaded no people of God under heaven, can sing of his 
mercies and judgments in the inspired phrase, with more 
direct and pertinent self application than we can do. The 
subject of the following book affords us the most special 
instance hereof; namely, that although our merciful and 
gracious God did in a wonderful manner, cast out the Hea- 
then before our fathers, and planted them ; prepared also 
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a room before them,* and caused them to take deep root, 
and to fill the land, so that the vine hath sent out her 
boughs unto the sea, and her branches upon the river ; yet 
to humble and prove us, and for our sins to punish us, the 
righteous God hath left a sufficient number of the fierce and 
barbarous savages on our borders, to be pricks in our eyes, 
and thorns in our sides, and they have been and are !ike 
the boar of the woods to waste vs, and the wild beasts of 
the field to devour us. 

" Wherefore, on principles both humane and religious, I 
gladly introduce the following memoirs to the pubiick view, 
with my hearty thanks to the honourable author, for the 
great pains he has taken among other of his pubiick servi- 
ces, to transmit the particulars of the two last wars with 
the Indian enemy down to posterity, that the generation to 
come might know them, and set their hope in God, and not 
forget his works, but keep his Commandments. 

" The reader must not expect much entertainment or 
curiosity in the story of a barbarous war, with cruel and 
perfidious savages : it is the benefit of posterity, in a reli- 
gious improvement of this dry and bloody story, that we 
aim at, in preserving some remembrance thereof: and that 
in times to come, when we are dead and forgotten, materials 
may remain for a continued and entire history of our coun- 
try : and we hope, that they who come after ns, will take 
the like care in their times, for the children which shall be 
born. 

" Let it suffice in praise of the narrative, if the facts re- 
lated be true and exact, and that the style be familiar, plain 
and easy, as all historical memoirs should be writ. As to 
the truth of it, none I suppose will have any doubt to whom 
the author is known ; and to whom among us is he not 
known ? or by whom among the lovers of the country is he 
not esteemed for his affectionate regards unto the religious 
and civil liberties of it ? 

" The Reverend Dr. Mather wrote the remarkables of 
the eastern war before this, from the year 1688, unto the 
year 1698, ten years, wherefore he called his book, Decen- 
nittm Luctuosum. This book may claim the like title, for 
the first war here related, from August 10th 1703, to the 
13th of July 1713, did also continue just ten years." 

One short extract from Mr. Penhallow'a introduction 
will serve as a specimen of his manner. 
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" I might with Orosius very justly entitle this history, 
de Miseria hominum, being no other than a narrative of 
tragical incursions, perpetrated by bloody Pagans, who are 
monsters of such cruelty, that the words of Virgil may not 
unaptly be applied to thetn, 

Tristius haud illis inonstrum, nee savior ulla 
Pestis et iradeum. 

Who are as implacable in their revenge, as they are terrible 
in the execution of it ; and will convey it down to the third 
and fourth generation. No courtesy will ever oblige them 
to gratitude ; for their greatest benefactors have frequently 
fallen as victims to their fury. 

" The Roman spectacles of old were very lively in them 
repeated. God has made them a terrible scourge for the 
punishment of our sins ; and probably that very sin of 
ours, in neglecting the welfare of their souls. For we have 
not expressed the like laudable care of them, as hath been 
done in the southern and western parts of the country. 
But indeed, we have rather aimed to advance a private trade, 
than to instruct them in the principles of true religion. 
This brings to my remembrance, a remarkable saying of 
one of their chief Sachems, whom a little before the war 
broke out, I asked, wherefore it was they were so much 
bigoted to the French? considering their Iraffick with them 
was not so advantageous as with the English. He gravely 
replied, " That the Friars taught them to pray, but the 
English never did." 

There are fac-similes of the devices assumed by the In- 
dian Chiefs, placed against their names, to two or three 
Treaties : these are an eagle, an otter, a fish, a snake in the 
act of springing, a tortoise, the sun and moon, &c. &c. 

A narrative of the Indian wars in New-England, from 
the first planting thereof, in the year 1607, to the year 
1677, containing a relation of the occasion, rise and 
progress of the war with the Indians, in the southern, 
western, eastern and northern parts of said country. 
By William Hubbard, A. M. minister of Ipswich. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, write this for a memo- 
rial in a Book, Ex. xvii. 14. Which we have heard and 
known and our fathers have told us, That the generation 
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to come might know them, even the children which should 
be born, who should arise and declare them to their 
children. Psal. lxxviii. 36. Boston, re-printed by John 
Boyle, 17f5. 

This work composed by the Rev. W. Hubbard, whose 
history of Massachusetts after remaining so long in MS. 
was recently published by the Historical Society, was 
first printed in 16ff, as appears by an imprimatur 
signed by S. Bradslreet, D. Dennison, and I. Dudley, de- 
puted by the Governour and Council to examine and license 
it. Although a history of this kind becomes fatiguing, from 
the constant repetition of ravages and massacres on so small 
a scale that they rather make villains than heroes, still there 
are many traits of romantick bravery, and relations of peri- 
lous adventures and escapes, that might furnish scenes of 
strong interest for a romance or a melo drama. Through 
the whole book there is a constant allusion to supposed 
parallel situations of the Hebrews ; and it is frequently 
enlivened wiih classick quotafions. The writer speaks 
with great harshness and abusive epithets of the Indians, 
and this is pardonable, when it is considered how the inha- 
bitants were harrassed by their horrible mode of warfare. 
Their houses burnt ; not only men, but women and children 
murdered in cold blood ; sometimes tortured, or carried into 
a captivity of the severest kind. In Philip's war, these 
calamities were spread over the whole country, and from 
Cape Cod to the Connecticut, from Rhode-Island to the 
Kennebeck, the whole country was alarmed, and villages hi 
every part of it exposed to ravage and desolation. 

Several of the Sachems who were the allies or the ene- 
mies of the first colonists, were men of remarkable charac- 
ter. Among those who were friendly, were Uncas, chief 
of the Mohegans, Canonicus of the Narragansetts, and 
Massasoit, the sachem of Mount-Hope ; the latter, however, 
always shewing a strong aversion and enmity to the chris- 
tian religion. Among those who were inimical, Sassacus, 
chief of the Pequods ; Miantonimo, nephew of Canonicus 
of the Narragansetts ; and Alexander and Philip, sons of 
Massasoit ; over all whom Philip bore a fatal preeminence, 
by the energy, talents and implacable animosity he disco- 
vered, and the injuries he inflicted on the whites. In con- 
sidering these characters, it should be recollected, that we 
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have only the representations of our own historians, who 
were highly exasperated against them ; " the lions had no 
painters." The Sachems of Mount-Hope exercised a 
sovereignty over the neighbouring chiefs and tribes ; whe- 
ther (his was owing to the mere accident of superiour talent' 
in Massasoit and Philip, or to some established right, does 
not appear. 

In spile of savage manners, and the most deplorable 
cruelty in war, there was no want of sagacity in some of 
these untutored Indians. Thus the advice given by the 
Pequods* to the Narragansetts, .when persuading them to 
have made peace with them, if they had succeeded in this 
would probably have destroyed the first colonies ; as the 
author observes, " Machiavel himself, had he have sat 
in council, could not have insinuated stronger reasons." 
At page 127 and the following ones, there is a lively 
account of (he capture of Canonchet ; the conclusion of 
which, is extracted as a specimen of these Indian warriors. 
" One of the first English that came up with him, was 
Robert Stanton, a young man that had scarce reached the 
twenty-second year of his age, yet adventuring to ask him 
a question or two, to whom this manly Sachem looking with 
a little neglect upon his youthful face, replied in broken 
English ; " you much child, no understand matters of war ; 
let your brother or your chief come, him I will answer ;" and 
was as good as his word ; acting herein, as if by a Pytha- 
gorean Metempsycosis, some old Roman ghost had pos- 
sessed the body of this western Pagan ; and like Attilius 
Reguliis, he would not accept of his own life, when it was 
tendered him, upon that (in his account) low condition of 
compliance with the English, refusing to send an old coun- 
sellor of his to make any motion that way, saying, he knew 
the Indians would not yield ; but more probably he was 
not willing they should, choosing rather to sacrifice bis own 
and bis people's lives to his private humour of revenge, 
than timely to provide for his own and their safety, by en- 
tertaining the counsels of a peace, so necessary for the good 
of all. He continuing in the same obstinate resolution, was 
carried soon after to Stonington, where he was shot to 
death by some of his own quality, and the young Sachem of 
the Mohegins, and two of the Pequods of like quality. 

* Page 24. 
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This was the conclusion of a damned wretch, that had often 
opened h» mouth to blaspheme the name of the living God, 
and those that made profession thereof. He was told at 
large of his breach of faith, and how he boasted that he 
would not deliver up a Wampanoag, or the pairing of a 
Wampanoag's nail ; that he would burn the English alive 
in their houses ; to which he replied, others were as for- 
ward for the war as himself; and that he desired to hear no 
more thereof. And when he was told, his senlence was to 
die, he said, he liked it well ; that he should die before his 
heart was soft, or he had spoken any thing unworthy of 
himself. He told the English before they put him to death, 
that the killing him would not end the war ; but it was a 
considerable step thereunto, nor did it live much longer 
after his death, at least not in those parts ; for after Sud- 
bury fight, when the sun of their hopes was at its highest, 
April 18th following, it visibly declined, till it set in a night 
of obscure and utter darkness upon them all, as is to be 
feared." 

Among savages, the condition of women is generally too 
degraded, to admit of their being often mentioned : they 
are only honoured and respected in a state of civilization, 
and the degree of civilization maybe surely tested by the de- 
gree of respect and honour, which that sex receive from the 
other. There are some few occasions, where female Indians 
inspire some interest. The author is speaking of the com- 
plete Overthrow of the Pequods ; " Amongst the rest of the 
prisoners, special notice was taken of the wife of the noted 
Indian called Mononotto, who with her children submitted 
herself, or by the chance of war, fell into the hands of the 
English : it was known to be by her mediation, that two 
English maids (that were taken from Wethersfield upon 
Connecticut river) were saved from death, in requital of 
whose pity and humanity, the life of herself and her child- 
ren was not only granted her, but she was in special, recom- 
mended to the care of that honourable gentleman, Mr. John 
Winthrop, for that time being the worthy Governttr of 
Massachusetts ; who taking notice of her modest counte- 
nance and behaviour, as well as of her only request (not to 
suffer wrong, either as to the honour of her body or the 
fruit of her womb) gave special charge concerning her, 
aocording to his noble and christian disposition." 

There is a remarkable instance of bravery in a young 
girl, related at page 220 ; the occurrence took place in 
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Maine, and at the assault of a house, "wherein were 
fifteen persons, yet all women and children, who without 
doubt, had all of them fallen into the hands of the too cruel 
and barbarous caitiffs, had not a young maid of about eigh- 
teen years of age, first espyed them ; who being endued 
with more courage than ordinarily the rest of the sex use to 
be, (the blessing of Joel light upon her) first shut to the 
door, whereby they were denied entrance, till the rest 
within escaped to the next house, that was better fortified ; 
that young heroess kept the door fast against them so long, 
till the Indians had chopped it in pieces with their hatchets, 
when entering the house, they knocked the poor maid down 
with their hatchets, and gave her many other wounds, 
leaving her for dead upon the place; after which they 
passed on toward the next dwelling, in their way meeting 
with two children that had escaped the house first broken 
open by them, they killed one of them of three years old, 
which could not follow fast enough, or else they that car- 
ried it could not convey it soon enough over a fence to 
save themselves and it ; and carried away the other of 
seven years old, which however, was returned safe within 
half a year after. The poor maid that had ventured her 
life so far to save many others, was by a strange Providence 
enabled to recover so much strength after they were gone, 
as to repair to the next garrison, where she was soon after 
healed of her wounds, and restored to perfect health again." 
Massasoit was the friend of the colonists, as before 
remarked, but held their religion in contempt. His sons 
Alexander and Philip, felt equal enmity to both. Alex- 
ander the eldest succeeded him, and was said to be secretly 
plotting against the Colony of Plymouth, when the govern- 
ment sent to summon him. This message was intrusted to 
Major Winslow, who conducted his mission with equal 
boldness and skill; while on his way to Mount-Hope, he met 
the Sachem, who was on a hunting party accompanied by 
eighty men ; he got possession of their arms, and then at 
the head of his few followers, summoned him to go to the Go- 
vernour's house. Excessively indignant, it was only by the 
advice of his chief counsellors that he consented to go, but 
his proud spirit was so irritated, that it threw him into a 
fever, and being unable to gr, he promised to send his son 
as a hostage, and then departed for home, but died before 
he reached it, Philip succeeded him, and soon began to 
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develope his hatred. He procured all the tribes between 
the Connecticut, the Kennebeck, and the sea, to join against 
the Colonists ; and waged a war of extermination. He 
appears to have been one of the most remarkable of all the 
Indian Sacherns who encountered the whites. Prom the 
very imperfect accounts we have of him and those too from 
his enemies, he discovered great sagacity, great energy, 
and commanding superiority of character over all the neigh- 
bouring chiefs. He foresaw that his countrymen must 
waste before the whites, and made a desperate struggle to 
cut them off to the last man. But this was a contest 
between savage and civilized life, with their respective 
resources, in which the former must be inevitably van- 
quished. 

The author, page 199, after mentioning the principal set- 
tlements then existing in Maine, says, they are situated on 
rivers, " whose streams are principally improved for driving 
of saw-mills, those late inventions so useful for the destruc- 
tion of wood and timber, especially of fir trees, which do 
so abound in those coasts," &c. this passage would shew 
the saw mill to be an invention not very ancient. 

Description ffeographique et historique des costes de 
VAmerique Septentrionale ; avec I'histoire naturelle du 
Pais. Par Monsieur Denys, Gouverneur, Lieutenant 
General pour le Roy, et proprietaire de toutes les terres 
et isles qui sont depuis le Cap de Campseaux, jusques 
au Cap des Rosiers. A Paris ches Louis Bellaine, 
1672. 2 vols. 12mo. pp. 750. 

The first volume of this work contains a description of 
the harbours and coasts, included between the capes named 
in the title, which whole country was claimed by the author, 
under a grant from a company established in France. The 
second is a minute account of the Fisheries and all the pre- 
parations made in,prosecuting them, with some account of 
the wild inhabitants biped and quadruped, of those regions. 
None of these accounts are now very interesting. It ap? 
pears that the different French proprietors made war upon 
each other, destroyed the forts and buildings constructed 
by each other, and conducted their own private undertak- 
ings, as if possessed of sovereign rights, with impunity. It 
was several years after the first attempts at settlement were 
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made, before the government at home put an end to this 
anarchy. 

In the first volume, page 67, there is an account of La 
Tour Ihe elder, who having married a lady of the court of 
England; received the order of the Garter, and was sent on 
an expedition to persuade his son to surrender the posses- 
sions he held on the coast to the English government. The 
son refused to receive him, and his fortress was then 
beseiged by the father, aided by soldiers, sailors, and cannon 
landed from the ships, but without success. After the 
Joss of several lives, the seige was raised, and the elder 
La Tour being afraid to return to eilher France or England, 
solicited hospitality of his son, who built a house for him out- 
side of the fort, and treated him wilh kindness and respect, 
except, that he would never permit him to come within the 
fort. Madame La Tour came to Bosion to solicil succours, 
and is mentioned by Hubbard. She appears lo have been 
an extraordinary woman; (he whole of this episode of the 
La Tours, is perhaps, the most interesting thing in the his- 
tory of Nova Scotia. 

The following extract is a translation from page 33, 
volume 1, relating to a rock of Lapis Lazuli, which would 
be worth seeking if the whole be not a fable. " From the 
last bay in going to the river St. John, there are nothing 
but rocks for six or seven leagues, the coast is very dan- 
gerous, and about three fourths of a league outside of the 
Island of Menan, there is a rock which is only uncovered 
once in six or seven years, which by what the savages 
relate, is Lapis Lazuli : I saw a piece of it which they 
made a present of to the late commander, De Razilly, who 
sent it to France to be shewn, where it was declared to be 
real Lapis Lazuli, of which blue might be made that would 
be worth ten crow ; ns the ounce. They tried to persuade 
the savages to shew where the rock was, but they never 
would indicate the spot, however much they were pro- 
mised, but only that it was near Menan, as I have said. 

Near the Island of Miscou, not far from bay Chaleur he 
describes a remarkable spring. He says there is no fresh 
water in the district, which he is describing, but, " at one 
hundred paces from the coast, there comes up from the 
bottom of the sea, a strong spring of fresh water, in a 
column, six or eight inches in diameter, which keeps its fresh- 
ness for a circuit of twenty paces, without mixing at all 
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with the salt water, either bj the ebbing or flowing of 
the tide, so that this spring rises and falls with the tide ; 
the fishermen go to it to fill their water casks, dipping it 
up with a bucket into the boats, as if it was the reservoir 
of a fountain ; at the lowest tides, there is always a fathom 
depth of water along side of this extraordinary spring." 



[We are much gratified in being able to present the fol- 
lowing Discourse to the publick. The sound judgment 
and solid acquirements of the honourable author, have made 
every friend of learning hail the acquisition of the new 
Professor as a most fortunate event. The remarks on the 
early state of the law and its followers in this country, and 
on the Common Law, will be read with particular interest.] 

Inaugural Address delivered in the Chapel of Harvard 
University, by the Hon. Isaac Parker, Chief Justice of 
Massachusetts, and Royall Professor of Law. 

Mr. President, Gentlemen of the Corporation, and Gentlemen of the Board of Overseers, 

In publickly accepting the trust which yon have done 
me the honour to confide to me, I have given a pledge 
that to the utmost of my power I will endeavour to accom- 
plish the design of this institution, and promote the ho- 
nour and interest of the University to which it is attached. 

It will not become me to make apologies, nor you to 
receive them ; and I ought not to magnify the difficulties of 
a task voluntarily assumed, with a view to bespeak favour, 
if your reasonable expectations shall be disappointed. 

That indulgence, however, which by 1he candid and 
enlightened is bestowed upon first efforts, in a new and un- 
tried course, I shall claim, and have no doubt shall receive. 

Like all incipient institutions, this must be imperfect in 
the outset ; like them it may, however, be improved in its 
progress, and at least, in future time and in other hands, 
may grow into a system, honourable to the University, and 
highly useful to the publick. 

In the rapid growth of this revered seminary, from a 
school to a college, and from that to an University, keeping 
pace with the advancement of the Commonwealth of which 
it has ever been the favopjute child, as well as the 
faithful nurse ; it has been thought difficult to account for 



